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Sir Christian Bonington CBE
Badger Hill, Hesket Newmarket, Wigton, Cumbria, CA7 8LA. Phone: 016974 78286 Fax: 016974 78238
E Mail: 100015.2621 @compuserve.com :

Kiyoshi Furuno

World Expedition Consultants Inc
4F Pine Building

6-20-4 Shimbashi

MINATO-KU, TOKYO 105 JAPAN

26/4/96

Dear Kiyoshi,

Many thanks for your E Mail and excellent expedition report. I should like to
congratulate you on an outstanding achievement in solving the last great problem
on Everest and one that defied so many expeditions including my own in 1982.

It is obvious that your planning and team work were of the very first quality. I
believe that the North East Ridge is so long, with so much climbing at a high
altitude, it could only be achieved by a well organised siege expedition such as
yours. The fact that you are a university expedition and that you took with you
members who were both young and had comparatively little experience makes
your achievement all the greater.

Again my warm congratulations on a historic achievement.

Yours sincerely,
} : L
=

Chris Bonington.
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T F v TEDERERS ) ESL Climbers on the frozen river near Camp | (5,500m).
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Pumori (7,165m) on the right, as seen from Central Rongbuk glacier. Peaks about 6,000m high north west of the Rongbuk glacier.
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Camp 2 (6,000m) surrounded by ice seracs.
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A caravan of yaks carring supplies up to Advance Base Camp. 9
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CLIMBING TO NORTHEAST RIDGE
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14 Route on Bill's Buttress near Camp 4. (6,800m) Camp 4 (7,100m) established on top of Bill’s Buttress
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Looking down the Kangshung Ridge (East Ridge) from Camp 4. Approaching the First Buttress above Camp 4. 15
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Looking down the Kangshung glacier with Makalu (8,475m), right and Chomo Lonzo (7,816m) beyond.
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CLIMBING THE GROUP OF PINNACLES

View of the First Pinnacle (8,170m) and Camp 5 (7,850m)
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Climbers on the col between the First and Second Pinnacles. (Telephoto from Advance Base Camp.)
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Furuno on the Second Pinnacle with Third Pinnacle beyond. 21
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24 Camp 6 (8,350m) pitched at the foot of Junction Peak (called Northeast Shoulder by some previous expeditions).
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Climbing toward Camp 7 (8,560m) alongside the Yellow Band. 25
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SUMMIT ASSAULT-May |Ith, 1995.
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Morning alpen glow on Lhotse (8,501 m).
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TEL#iG % % ( BX & (8,800mfFr) Looking down the Rongbuk glacier from summit ridge, just below the summit.
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Congratulations for success of the expedition. Hirayama (middle), Kanzaki (right) and Y. Harada (left).
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The Mountaineering Association of the
People’s Republic of China hereby endorses
the proposed expedition to Peak

Qomolana ma of Mount
with an altitude of
3848, 13 m above sea level,
to be made by ,lgfz QQM@!@M&.‘:ZP
in Sprwg 19_4£

1. Name of the expedition group
Jepar Lbuversct‘} Ronolwﬁvl EXP 1788,
2. N{meer of cllmbers

£7

—

3. Route of climbing

\

This Letter of Endorsement is valid from

Mar. 174£ to___Jume (7L
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(E#—1)
i i Bl H £H(N.Ry) 1%
* rice 22 2,000K 44,000
INEEEE flour 12 1,000K 12,000
VX (V=R ) noodles 8 280 P 2,240
A P AP > P F—=A > instant noodles 9 1,500P 13,500
A E potato 14 800K 11,200
2t X onion 19 200K 3,800
=R garlic 95 80K 7,600
awi ginger 90 50K 4,500
b=t tomato 45 50K 4,500
BERY 2 —2 powder juce 35 700pc 7,000
X xRy cabbage 16 80K 1,280
=Py carrot 95 150K 14,250
2y a)l—~A mushroom 35 30K 1,050
= radish 36 70K 2,520
B )72 7= cauliflower 55 50K 2,750
E—= pimiento 85 30K 2,250
T RINZ IR asparagus 40 50K 2,000
| lemon 2 400pc 800
TNt T =i green-onion 20 2P 440
FEIirsl green-chili 38 40K 1,520
L6 L dry-chili 125 30K 3,750
FoN— )L squeis 32 30K 960
FoN— )L phing 20 30K 600
v () beans 25 200K 5,000
Z)—rE—X green-beans 48 70K 3,360
o= macaroni 10 200pc 2,000
2/ bamboo shoot 45 20P 900
g0 eggs 3.25| 3,000/60K 9,750
IBkin caned meat 85 100 P 8,500
petiny caned fish 40 100 P 4,000
F X 4E caned chicken 85 100P 8,500
INITE caned ham 105 20P 2,100
Tz 2 salami 140 70pc 9,800
F=X cheese 210 60pc 12,600
e butter 120 60pc 7,200
DA jam 40 80pc 3,200
SN W honey 16 140pc 2,240
EZ2X47 v b biscuits 80 60pc 4,800
A6 LB baking powder 90 4pc 720
E—huy Wiy — peanuts butter 35 50pc 1,750
FZ743I—F dry meat 230 40pc 9,200
K4 70—y dry fruits 550 8pc 4,400
FE coriander 38 30P 1,140
413 vinegar 22 20pc 440
7 &l salad oil (5kg can) 310 30/150K 9,300
TF w7 tomato ketchup 35 0P 350
o [E] 34 h chinese sauce 40 22pc 880
o= () juice (tang) 240 130pc 31,200
o sugar 23 400K 9,200
KL tea 1,140 70pc 9,800
3—E— coffee 330 40pc 13,200
Iz milk (powder) 160 50pc 8,000
Pz Fibe chocolate 115 50pc 5,750
= salt 14 40pc 280
v —H curry powder 14 100pc 1,400
<3 X —X mayonnaise 55 0P 550
A= soup 6 140pc 180
23y pepper 14 40pc 280
#Eih soy sauce 34 20pc 680
ZAx ) WA
N goat 10052 3098 | 3,0005C
E S sheep
7’ yaks meat 8507C 39 | 2,5557C
URABIE) ARISTCROEESZ, PC/¥y 70T, (KB 1,5y 7 500G~ 1 KG #2E)
----- E—x, K-KG#ZRLTW5A,
AR A b2 TWAD BRSO EEEIL, 337,160 7¥—)L - L E— (H#HE [ 674,320M).

ERE, WO ThoT,
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BE ¥ —tEELE B R

(M%E—1)

1= ] 75 Al b qEIE S

“ZVEZDA” “AMP” “LUXFER”
FEHRE A HE 4 .5kg 5.8kg 7 .5kg
R 41 41 41
FeHEE 300kg / cot 200kg /e 300kg / cor
[ EN 1200 1 800 1 1200 1
fiit% (CIF 7 b= > X) US $ 480 US $590 A~ B

C4~CT7TTHEHRILEZRL Tz, [ENDFERICHITLARBITIARDL 2. &IETH230
S[HEZRLTWR, 3275 =8B PNEIN TV Ty 73%<, V¥l -3 —2EEL
TWRDEF DN EHEIh v, 2720, V¥ 2L — 2 —DBERRCBRENICKE LEN PR ITrH
27DV X¥2 L —F—DRBRHRHEZRAICLRECTRIET 2LERH L, CNEBRDLEV))
¥ —DWEF IR 52BN D B,

1A, 1,200 v bV EBRICIMERD 72O, 210525 TWaNDTL1,080) v PV TRIET
LOWIELV) DRENZBERMNICAS &, 52 ) v AW S TRETEIL, S 6 ICHERH
120.5Y v MMk T QM2 2 2 L TE B, T v 7 HICIE, B5 3 v PRV HS 4
R, FREIC2 ) v PAVIRS T 3EEMIEE DT, CT26DT 8 v 7 THILE1IATCT £7203
C6FTRLIENLTEDLIITTH S,

VR7IE, 7y bA=VD L) BT AL L Ak o mtERE THEIRFH & ATENH &
HHZELZENTES, HERMHCKEIENL Z DAL, BRTITEHICHZ 2L b 0w
R ZTNL LD o7z, ATHIP, D66 TET, RELSIVTLE ) ZEDHo72h, i<
55 EBRELTRIUITRCRELMBETIE 2, 72720, TETHH, ke 2 Eoiceh LTER
SEpnwE, HERHIICHE) L EENLTHTARTH S,

SN R E BB 3 SEEERT, oy FRRES T Lo itk y VT A0 Thab
FTobLlwv, TETOIRENC DN P BIFAMELE L s72d, ROEPLEZRKSOS BV LH IS
DSy FEECKHED D L THIREMRIT 255, THEE, T2AWCEROLEALYILTLE
PRI CDHS>TLEIDTI S, I LW CDDH 75322 L T 232 AFHIZK -

79



i
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BROME,H DRERETHW TE 5,

PR7IZIES EMY A X HbH, SHAXTESTHE, ML XZHDH72) FTERLTL
I, B En,
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=3, 0 ~407BELNTWT, 0 ~400DREZFERT 3,

TR, 0,05, 1. 2, 3, 4DHEY2H Y, ZOHHTHLREFETETH 5, DURE
TEELRES TIEH 50, BEAOWIELSH > 72, MLAQMICH VA TEHEMPIEITATLE-72
=2 ) v —IZEELTLENFRNLE Y —RXThH b,

HR3ER 77267 Io 70— METHES P2 X2k S6ND, RZ 407+ —LBOHIC
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MEMZTELTL LA LT, BIEE, 0V TICIBBER XOBWIEIEMHH 50T, 2%l
2y Lz kicdh, +HICEETILEND D, GhE )
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1. EL84H%

1) BERYX R E EE5.4kg
2 AHRaER © 11.05kg

7 8240
¥ WE £ 511 300kg,/cm?+ 5 kg cm? (20°C. iBFEIC Xk AFEHEALIZ Fig. 3 &)

B X & 11,2000
2) EhEss PK—3, vX¥a21v—%—)
& & ! 0.5kg
TREFEE 0 W
(#45) 0.51:40.3%—0.41% (E:0.1~0.8:0%)
10.+£0.400
30
44+0.5%
3) BE~27 (KM—35)
HE 0.37kg
4) 4 >X53EEH (R34 F—)
HE 0.21kg

2. FHLEDEE

1) BEHR R ~NIIBIRE T640kg,/cm?> DI LDENIZIHZ 5 L ) IESNTWw 25, 2%

ERWMRAICIRFICERT S, 5K vayZ7&52%c0d) @A L, REDHESHEEE
FJ5., 7V AL EE—RITHRE L v,

2) BEIZMEESMTET D EBRRAKT L2010, RO T7TRL X2 L—2 — ZilisHy
OB nE ) ICEET 5,

3) VX2 L= —2ATRRICIILTIRMEFL LK “47 2T52 L,

4) VX2V =3 —RANA -2 ETETHRHEHIICELL, TEZ2HE-7220, HfEEC®E L
Dz L,
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1) v¥a2b——DmEFEE “07 1275,
2) R ROR#EX v v 7TE2EY TN ETHL, 7y PERILT—FTIZFIFS,
3) VX2V —F—%2KRRIZALIA T v P CRIET . BRRENLZBCRDICL 2L —F—
RRRDOTT bLy MZEYHPHEZEL T W iERT 52 &,
4) FHEE S D,
5) PRINDEKR—RELX 2L —F—HERT 2,
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7) HEDFEICEL Y bL, R—ZADA T4 75— —DHRNEWERT 5, @ CIEA T4 7 —
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8) HHRIICRA7DR—2% 3T L, MEFHEZHAKD “47 LRI X2 —%—%257,
BiciR#ET 7 72D b,
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=N T ) TRBRT A LB B,
9) 1ARKDKyRE2ADPLANTHATEEARRBA A F—LWIEN L 4OX %), i
R—=2 2 LW EBEN PN LWL ) TH#lA LD T, 2 A2 5 4 AOBTHIUITMAT
b, (84 HHEH F5H)
(&) ZVEZDAM DO C O EFLBIEMEIZ. BAROMRBIETH S WEC b vy 274 (Tel
03-3437-8848) IZHEXTILIZHEATRET H %,
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Fig. 1 Oxygen bottle with a shut—off head
1 —bottle 2 —shut-off head 3 —protective plug
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Fig. 2 Oxygen storage pack
1 —belt with a buckle 2 —bottle cradle 3 —bottle
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Fig. 4 Everest-93A oxygen set assembly
1 —bottle with a shut-off head 2 —oxygen hose 3 —oxygen regen regulator
4 —sun glasses 5 —oxygen mask 6 —oxygen flow indicator

Fig. 5 PK-3 Oxygen regulator
1 —housing 2 —pressure gauge 3 —flow control knob
4 —gasket 5 —cap 6 —nipple 71 —cap
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Fig. 6 Bottle with a shut-off head
1 —protective plug 2 —gasket 3 —nut 4 —housing
5 —pin 6 —nut 1 —valve 8§ —filter 9 —bottle

86



Fig. 7 KM-35A oxygen mask for mountain climbers

1 —buckle 2—body 3 —air suction valve 4 —exhalation valve

5 —bag-econmizer 6 —bayonet disconnect 7 —buckle 8 —indicator
9 —oxygen hose 10—side connection

Fig. 8 Distribution spider

1 —connection 2 —connection 3 —isolation valve
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AEDBAKRFI NV Z PRILBRICH LT, B¥E SR 4 L4 1 BOFN S BB LT,
PAEEIZ, RBIEY L L THOBKE S RENITEIZ L - 7225 ER 4 2 IZLUTO & ) ISixE 2 4048
L72e EF. AL KBiA 2 H218 & ) Rov— Bk v —nicBir smERIL Ly —=27
AT L. #EW T8RS 3 H11H & D ALEBRICEAT L. M2 3 H208 > 7 — i@l L7z, B
. FICEMEFFRELEY LEMT 4 H18H A= LEHICTB CAY L7z, SEDERHRE 3.
3H22ABC#HE LY 5 AI6HANE TOJMME MR L LTIT ).

1. #EH B EREH

FEH— 1 ICEEROPRZLT. BCULENIRY 471713 ABC HERIIFBILEHOH1.LA% ABC LU
Flcazrizih), BCICRYVEHKKEOMEZL, %013 ABC~firkiF L7z, ABCLLED%
o 72t NESHZEELERE 2 ET L. BRBIE LR 7 v ¥ — "= THRmR L 72,
FAHAANBEE 2 ZICEL T, HET 2 v 7 0BEEICENHEREL E L, SERAEHOR
SCBWTIL, KEEICR N BBIROBE B LTy 7 7 — 1 750mg998e, P LEER44E, 5
7150mg24E, o3I L2288, L S HA L, —HRERE L THABEESY - 723 A3, FIRA
DIALTEYIRET Yy 2 ATHYMETH 72, ZHIFBCLULEIZBWTIE, BREZA., &R
EHT TR T LT Wikt Bbild, 72, SAHEHEIZS00mIX 244, {BAES Yy 7 L ZRDR
R &L,

EEASMIIERE—2D@E) Thd, WAL X A—2—I3BC. ABC. C4., C5IZ¥EL.
HAM BB & B ICHHRIE S22, DEXFHE BCITE W, FEV/3y 713, ABC 2 RiF72hs,
BEXRAICL) ABC~BCHZBEISEEF 3 MM L7,

2 . [REHGE)

PERDONREPEE— 312 L72. BAAKEICB W TIZFB0%., d65FD[ERHES % 7 - 72,
MHIERS. Mt FRE T 58 FRERP10B21H5 L Fd £ | HORRKIEEPIRE & b
720 RICEATICHE T B EBRAETICEY, TEINALBYIER. THEZERET 228K
RETHIPRD, BIETRZR LAt EEDDL L o L ZBITRIELZLEDbNS, BC
ADLVFIE DD TWF, FRMLrLRENEREBbN LGS 7205, ZHidA CHIHIZ
EDTFHTEREL E ok Bbs, BE 1%, kK 28BEEEZERLT L. wWbY
2 HAD (High Altitude Disease) # 1 %72, T HICHL Tidtkid§ 5, EBLIMEFD
FHOERZRBR L AP -7 2 L3, AEOBRERDOBEIDERDAO VD EDTH 7L b2 b,
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SAEINICEIL T3, RH15%. E~28MDEFEEEFr -7, HRNCHEL Thhr-7, A&
AICHE T2, Xy PAa vy 7 2 BIChikE, BHAEXRE2O 1 BRHKETTILE %> 72,
HMEZEDLETELHI L, FXy PAR, BEWHEN > ZHOFE2IH L2 TR WA, B
FIFDLFHN Z FHATICTEENL TB Y, OBRAICH L THEMEI RO TEZL < Bbhiz, &
NV ANz 83, BERICHEARNL VRIS ), ErcB T2 EEIEEL RTEI DL h -
725, C5~C6ILIEICBWTIE, IT—INENLITEITS L) BELEE T, S/MEABRE
EX S T2HED 2 Z T2,
KICHITEEN P R4 L7z 25ER 2 BRT 5,
iE B 1 :25m B
2 W s 5 BERAE TR
P W 5 bk
W B 3ABHACL LY C2fEFIcmdy ) . @b L VBETLLVESHOH, Py Xxr -
Va—XITTHBITEIT 5, C 2 BEH%. WA 5 BtoMmEsikz AR L, RS TR
BT %, 3H6HERM R L2720, BHICTBC~FILT 3,

B 5E D ARIR35.35, MR¥E110,45r. MEMR24,4r, IUE110—62mmHg, SpO, 77%. MaiREE
Fri 2 & L. Mg 5 BEAMA B G O THEIIC B W TR, —a7KIaER 2 2o 72,
(7130 B 116 . 8

TRFRE | B ITIN 2 EEBKEE DR L T oo, MiiMAEIER 2 h O IcL Tolss 4 A
2BFETBCIETiIT -7
O A0EEHARDOMIRE R X 2 [ /H
@ )7 N10ug/H
® Fnr+—120ug/H
@ HwZRIy1.0gx2[@E,/H
® #hiH2,500ml,/ H
EHREBRE SN L2, WEOMESIRFRE L7272, 4 H3BYF—A~TFIIT 3,
4 A21 AR\ L ABC ~MEIRT % 4. BIEENC B W TH20H D2 B - 72,

2 14T Bt
Pz r : HAD
PP, SHEEEK
B B 4AITH 2B ABC AD 35, 4 HISAFRIHFT 2 ) ARDEMICTH T, HB X &
D EFRMB L4 4 3008 KIHEZ T 5,
B fE D RIR36.28, MRT145,45r. MPR30,4r. ME148—90mmHg, SpO, 44%. HBAZRER
R, B, MR 7 S L. WERERZ 20577/ —1, FEEL,
BERSE D 4 H1I8H O, 2 & /45X, T3 v 7 R40mg, ¥4 ¥ E v 7 2250mg PIRIES L. SpO.
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FINGEE 28 L EELREAOREL AT, BAA NEAZEHEEEETIITELZ L
BRI DL Bbhs, L2rL, HroflzHzse, = ZEELELH-7, AEIEBC
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FHTERTREENH -T2 F R b,
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EER/Y X b

(EF—1)
A IR - g C AR
1 Sl O KN3A 500mlx 40 1 bR O r¥75—n 250mg X 100
® KD3B 500ml X 40 @ E75=4i> 100mg X 100
® Kg&a—1R 500ml X 40 ® /=4 50mg X 50
@ 7757v7D 500ml X 40 @ 779 b 100mg X 50
2 A D 77> 2.08 X 50 2 EHIHLA @ wrzr—t 200mg X 600
@ 7r=) v 1.08 % 20 @ HFrrvz 150mg X 200
3 LA ® vy 0.25mgX 10 ® ! o= 100
@ 25 7mr 20mg X 20
4 HEH @ wxRIvr ImgX 10
3 A D w3y 1mg X 200
6 EBKEATOAF|D YA A Fo—n 125mg X 10 @ ExX7=nzv 1.08 %100
7 MELEER @ v 20mg X 30 4 EEA @ P L@k 1.0€ X100
Fo)yF 5mg X 50
8 LA D Fr2v2 50mg X 100 B iy .
@ 7zarxy 20mg X 50 5 $HEI%HK ® 7RIV 10mg X 100
Ava 10mg X 500
9 AEmEHIK 200mi X 100 adbddia b
B 6 HREE 1) gy 90mg X 100
10 BriRRE @ 1%*>os4>| 20mx100 el [ BREh ~
@ Y- P 30mg X 500
® zZvFzRA 0.68 X 50
B SHHEZM 7 FRA D F4rEY 7R 250mg X 800
1 % B D AHFNL 5% 50 @ Svv7Xx 40mg < 100
@ wzgy 102 X 20 8 Pz O Fvr—n 100mg X 100
® viatyn 208 X 10 @ bFnt— 20mg X< 100
@ Eamd F 20810 9 NI ® VRI- 1mg X200
® ==y 5008 X 1
® Vr7Furve 30€x 5
2 B OE @ TuzrtTan X 30
@ FvEY >~ (30mg) 30
@ wLFZ L (50mg) X 50
3 REEREE O =zayrr X 10
® FAD x 10
® TrrkufFr X 10
@ Vr7or x 10
4 M @ #A2C %100
® %xAsv2H X100
@ v75Fa—n %100
5 H#EA O Ay 500mg X 2
@ AvvrHI—TN x 1
® ttzs357 500mgx 1
@ WHHEMATLI—L | 500mgx 1
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EgERY X b

(EF—2)
1 LEXE (BAXE) ECG—6503 1
2 iikest (Fz R bz LTA) w4 70 AR%f @ HI—198 1
3 HEI Ny 7 (HARXT 4 3) 1
4 PNVAFF L A—F— (FEN) 5
5 IMFEFE 5
6 SN F 2 —7 (7.5, 8.0, 8.5) 3
7 I BE $5 1
8 V7 hy—3% 2
9 INZ, }~/\"/ ]\ 1
10 | #&A. DEe Y b 2
11 | Sty b 50
12 F &R 5mlX 50
13 ” 10mlX 50
14 ” 20mlX 50
15 | EFEAFS 100
16 | #—+tH 1000
17 | S8 100
BRERURHE (i) BEH
(E%—3)
CHARN
i & 4 BOE K| EEES
W R R AMELRTUER 10 21
ASHE 34 1 5
AGML 1 6
SMER 1 2
2R 6 7
HAD 2 4
ARAE 3 3
s B R | HEEG 1 5
T RN Bk R4S 1 8
SRR A AEIE R 2 2
AEET5A 2 2
N FF 30 65
<HMEND>
% B % BOE K| EEES
AR R AMERER 4 5
AMREXR 1 3
e it 7 2 4
SRR 3 4
B R | EERTEE 1 1
EFEUE 1 7
M7 1 1
AR A REIR R 2 3
A FF 15 28
A& &t 45 83
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I VAEREHE

AGREEMENT WITH THE EXPEDITION SHERPA

SHERPA.

2. Climbing Route
3. Equipment Charge
and Salary

4. Mode of Payment

5. Climbing Sherpa,
Cook and Kitchen Boy

6. Condition

T ok

TADAO KANZAKI

TEAM LEADER

NIHON UNIVERSITY EVEREST
EXPEDITION 95

October 28, 1994

1. Duration of Expedition:

This agreement is done in between the NIHON UNIVERSITY EVEREST
EXPEDITION 95 and MR. LHAKPA TENZING SHERPA & MR. NAWANG YONDEN

Detail of agreement are as under.

March 01, 1995 To June 08, 1995.
(hundred days)

North East Ridge and North Ridge of
Mt. Everest.

Detail sheet is attached.
Payment will be done in three phase

(Advance, before the expedition
and after the expedition.)

Staff list is attached.

Incase of any change in the above
agreement then there should be a
meeting between the Nihon University
Everest Expedition 95 team and MR.
LHAKPA TENZING SHERPA & MR. NAWANG
YONDEN SHERPA. After the necessary
discussion in the related matter in
detail and then it can be changed
otherwise it can not be changed.

Llalepa Tonrny 2 Lhonpa,
LHAKPA TENZING SHERPA
TEAM SARDAR

NAé%NG aéNDEN SHERPA

CLIMBING SARDAR
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T W ASTHERRR - 488 - A —F XRERM
(BF&—2)

SHERPA PAYMENT

Equiptment Charge and Salary

1. Sardar USD2500.00 2 PERSON.
2. Climbing Sherpa USD2000.00 23 PERSON.
3. Cook UsSD2000.00 3 PERSON.
4. Kitchen Boy UsSD1800.00 2 PERSON.

Bonus for carry up above the Advace Base camp

1. ABC - C 4 usb 4.00
2. C 4 & cC5 UsD 50.00
3. cC5 = Cc 6 UsD 80.00
4. c&6 = c7 uUsD100.00
5. c7 - SUMMIT uUsD200.00
6. ABC = NC4 usb 4.00
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East Rongbuk glacier and North Advance Base Camp and Snow line near 6,200m.
éal. North Col.
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Looking down from central
moraine near Camp 2.
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Survey point No 2. There
are many ice cliffs. Melt
water from both glaciers
goes underground at this
point.
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Panoramic view of Rongbuk

glacier.
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The point where outflow of glacial melt
water was measured.
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KEBIZIEIE) S DB H
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A small glacial lake at the

terminal of the Central

Rongbuk glacier.
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THE NORTHEAST RIDGE OF MT. EVEREST (QOMOLANGMA)

by Kaneshige Ikeda, Deputy Leader

Introduction

There have been 8 failed attempts on the Northeast Ridge of Mt. Everest, starting with the
British expedition led by Chris Bonington in 1982. Although the topography and climbing
routes on the group of pinnacles around the 8,000m level, which are the principal difficulty on
this route, have recently become well-known, until our expedition no one had succeeded in
climbing the route all the way to the top.

Our Nihon University Mountaineering Club and the club’s alumni association determined to
mount an all-out effort to climb this long route, the last remaining major unclimbed route on
Mt. Everest, in 1995, on the occasion of the 70th anniversary of the club’s founding.

The plan, including preparatory climbs, was as follows.

First, in May, 1994, we sent an expedition, consisting mainly of current students without
previous overseas climbing experience, to climb Mt. McKinley (6,194m) in Alaska. That climb
was successful.

Second, in the fall of that year, we sent an expedition to Cho Oyu (8,216m), one of the Everest
group, to attempt an oxygenless ascent of that peak which would be used as the basis of
selection of climbers for the main Everest expedition. The Cho Oyu climb was successful
although 3 expedition members were frostbitten.

The Northeast Ridge expedition in spring of this year was organized based on the successes
of the preparatory expeditions. In addition to the climb of the Northeast Ridge, the expedition
planned scientific studies around the north side of Mt. Everest. With these dual objectives in
mind architecture Prof. Zenkichi Hirayama was named the expedition’s General Leader. The
expedition under him included 13 climbers, 6 scientists, 2 Chinese liaison officers, an interpreter

and 31 Sherpas.
Activity

February 21, an advance party received our supplies in Kathmandu and made local food
purchases, and then departed for high altitude training on the south side of Everest. March 11,
the main group departed from Japan in two groups, one to travel via Beijing and the other via

Kathmandu. Just before this departure all of Tibet was hit by a heavy snowstorm ; Lhasa
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Airport was closed; the road between Kodari and Zangmu was blocked by avalanches.
Nevertheless, after a delay of one week, the expedition members with 20 tons of supplies were
able to travel by way of Xegur and establish Base Camp at 5,150m, on the bank of a frozen river
extending from the terminus of the Rongbuk Glacier. While supplies were organized at Base
Camp, the weather remained clear for several days, but the temperature was low (-20 'C) and
a strong wind blew, so the living was not comfortable.

We needed 200 yaks to transport 10 tons of climbing supplies to our Advance Base Camp
(Camp 3) at 6,350m, but we could only obtain 51 at the village of Chozom below Rongbuk
Monastery, so we would have to make 4 round-trips to ABC over a 5-day period to ferry the
supplies up. The yaks were emaciated after the hard winter and we worried about whether they
would have the strength for 4 round-trips.

After more delay because of snow, March 28 the first load of supplies was sent up on the
yaks, 10 days behind schedule. Because of deep snow, low temperature and strong wind, the
yaks were only able to reach 6,000m and then descended. Supplies remaining in Camp 2 had
to be carried up to the planned site of ABC by expedition members and Sherpas. When this
was completed everybody descended to Base Camp.

April 8, in somewhat stabilized weather we carried the second set of loads up to the site of
ABC, and established the camp there on the moraine of the East Rongbuk Glacier. This made
it possible to start the real climbing. The next day a party under Team Leader Kiyoshi Furuno
departed from ABC to start establishing the route. They traversed the headwall of the glacier
just short of the Rapiu La, started up a steep snow slope called Bill’s Buttress, passed a snow
cave left by a previous expedition and fixed the rope to directly below the planned site of Camp
4 before returning.

April 14, Furuno, 2 other Japanese climbers and 6 Sherpas established Camp 4 on a rocky
ridge at 7,100m. April 15 Furuno, Shigeki Imoto and 4 Sherpas left Camp 4 to extend the route.
That day they fixed the rope to the bottom of the 1st Buttress at 7,560m. April 16 they climbed
a steep snow-choked gully up the 1st buttress and extended the route to 7,620m. April 17 they
climbed a shallow gully up the 2nd Buttress. Near the top, where the slope became a bit less
steep, they contoured around the north side on a talus slope mixed with snow, arriving at a flat
snowy ridge just short of the 1st Pinnacle. They decided that this spot, at 7,850m, was where
Camp 5 should be established, and descended to ABC.

April 25, with the carrying of loads up to the site of Camp 5 completed, Takeshi Oshida,
Yukihide Tamura and 3 Sherpas climbed back up to the snowy ridge and established Camp 5.
April 26 this same group extended the route about 1/3 of the way up the 1st Pinnacle, and
descended to Camp 4. The same day Furuno entered Camp 5 with another 3 Sherpas. April
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27 it was impossible to move in early morning because of strong wind, but from 9 a.m. the
climbers started up in severe cold and strong wind, climbed straight up a shallow 60-degree
gully on mixed rock and snow up the 1st Pinnacle, then faithfully followed the crest of a snowy
ridge, reaching the summit of the 1st Pinnacle (8,170m) at 3 p.m. April 28 they were again unable
to move in early morning because of strong wind, and again had to start at 9 a.m. By 12:30 they
passed the Ist Pinnacle, followed a route along the boundary between a knife-edge snow ridge
and a dangerous rocky slope, and finally climbed an 80 degree hard snow wall to the summit
of the 2nd Pinnacle at 8,250m before descending.

April 29 a group under Imoto entered Camp 5 to take over from Furuno’s group. Imoto and
3 Sherpas passed the 1st Pinnacle and the 2nd Pinnacle, and headed for the 8,400m high 3rd
Pinnacle. They passed the col between the 2nd and 3rd Pinnacles, rounded the rocky 3rd
Pinnacle on the north side, traversed a band directly below it, entered an inclined gully and
climbed straight up it, arriving at a snow peak above the 3rd Pinnacle. From here the ridge line
became somewhat indistinct. The group decided to locate Camp 6 in a col just before Junction
Peak, and descended to ABC.

This completed the extension of the route through the crux section of the Northeast Ridge.
What remained was to carry supplies up to the camps and prepare for the summit assault. The
establishment of the route up to this point was carried out by 3 small climbing parties climbing
in rotation and using oxygen effectively, and was completed faster than expected.

At this point the Japanese expedition members descended to Base Camp, and the Sherpas to
ABC, to rest. Supporting climbers and Sherpas then took over the job of stocking the camps
with supplies and checking to make sure that they were adequately supplied. In addition, to
prepare for a possible emergency on the upper part of the route, we set tents up on the North
Col on the North Ridge route, and stationed climbers, Sherpas and a doctor there.

May 6, after adequate rest Furuno and Imoto entered ABC. The original plan was to have
2 summit parties assault the summit on separate days, but with the weather stabilizing and with
the forecast sent to us from Japan calling for continued good weather, we decided to combine
the 2 parties into one consisting of Furuno, Imoto and the 2 Sherpas Lhakpa Nuru and Dawa
Tsheri. Another 8 Sherpas were sent to establish Camp 6, and the last camp, Camp 7, above

8,500m.

The Summit Assault

May 7, we of the summit assault party, having joined up with our Sherpas at ABC, climbed
up to Camp 4. May 8 we climbed up to Camp 5.
All through April, strong wind had raged around Camp 5, but May 9 was warm with weak

231



wind. The two of us with our 10 Sherpas hooked up to our oxygen, departed at 8 a.m. and
advanced up a broad snow ridge, keeping a careful eye out for cornices and hidden crevasses,
and started up the Ist Pinnacle. We avoided the snow ridge on the 1lst Pinnacle, instead
contouring around a rock face on the ABC side and entered a snow gully. We reached the
summit of the 1st Pinnacle after 16 pitches, during which we had to avoid a spiderweb-like
tangle of ropes left from previous expeditions. We advanced for 2 pitches along the north slope
of a delicate snow ridge between the 1st Pinnacle and the 2nd Pinnacle, then climbed 30m up
the hard 80 degree snow wall of the 2nd Pinnacle. This was where the 1992 Japan-Kazakhstan
Joint Expedition had bivouacked, and only 5 meters from the spot where the corpses from the
1982 British expedition were found buried in snow.

The route up the 3rd Pinnacle was complicated, involving a series of ascents and descents.
Then we descended about 50m, contouring to avoid the col in front of the gigantic Final
Pinnacle (Junction Peak) which loomed up ahead. At 8,350m on the upper part of the North
Ridge we cut a platform out of the snow surface and established Camp 6. We had planned to
send the all supporting Sherpas back at camp 7, but since we still had ample oxygen, and there
was a rumor that the year before somebody had cut the ladder up the upper part of the 2nd Step,
installed by the 1975 Chinese expedition, away, we decided, with the approval of ABC, to add
2 more Sherpas, Nima Dorje and Pasang Kami, to the assault party.

May 10 dawned clear. It appeared that we would be the first to climb to the summit from
the north that year. This meant that we would have to establish the entire route all the way to
the summit. From Camp 6 to the point of confluence with the North Ridge route was unknown
territory. The 12 people in Camp 6 departed at 8 a.m., and fixed 3 pitches of rope, traversing
along the slope, before discovering leftover rope from the North Ridge route. We gained the
top of the ridge, then contoured along the northern slope again, and established Camp 7 at
8,560m, at the base of the 1st Step, cutting platforms out of the snow surface and pitching 2
2-man tents. As soon as the tents were pitched, 6 sherpas descended to ABC. Since we had
some time left, we extended the route to the 2nd Step (8,650m), and found that the ladder that
had supposedly disappeared was still there although it was lying on the ground. Instead of using
the special aluminum collapsible ladder that we had brought, we reinstalled the Chinese ladder.
Then we continued to extend the route upward. Since there was room for only 4 people in
Camp 7, we decided that 2 Sherpas would have to start their summit assault from Camp 6.

The alpenglow that day was unusually beautiful. Even in the afternoon there were no clouds,
which is unusual. We had a good distant view, including Cho Oyu and Gyachung Kang, until
the sun set.

May 11 again dawned clear and calm but the early clear weather was followed by light
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snowfall. We got up at 2 a.m., feeling as though we had not had any sleep, perhaps because of
the tension. The Sherpas said that they couldn’t sleep either. Each Japanese climber carried
1 oxygen bottle ; each Sherpa carried 2. We started up at 4 a.m. by the light of headlamps. The
2 Sherpas in Camp 6 had started up at 3:30. We climbed the 1st Step in the darkness and
emerged on the ridge above. Shortly we passed the site of the 1988 Japanese Alpine Club’s
Camp 7, and continued toward the 2nd Step. The step has 2 parts, the lower 10m and the upper
10m. Having reinstalled the Chinese ladder up the upper part, we passed the 2nd Step easily.

As we climbed up the ridge, dawn broke just before we reached the triangular snowfield. We
fixed 1 pitch of rope up a 20m rocky pinnacle, then entered the triangular snowfield. Since this
snowfield has a slope of 40 to 60 degrees, we fixed 1 pitch of rope to use on the descent. The
snowfield started as a hard snow wall but eventually we had to break trail through softer snow.
At this point Lhakpa Nury, in the lead, increased his oxygen flow rate from 2 to 3 liters per
minute and gave out a yell. We rounded some rocks on the North Face side, then, following
rope left from the fall 1991 Japanese expedition that looked like it was ready to break,
traversed for 2 pitches. Then we climbed 2 pitches up a rock slab gully, and, fixing rope,
climbed straight up onto the summit ridge. A 15 minute climb up the snow ridge, less steep than
what we had been climbing on, brought us to the summit. The summit was relatively broad,
like a cornice: a surveying device with optics, that had been carried up the year before for
survey work, was still standing. The time was 6:45 a.m. (Local Time)

Shortly we received a congratulatory message on the radio from the manager of the Hotel
Everest View. There followed congratulations from BC and ABC which we were happy to
receive. Then we started taking pictures with our own cameras, the camera loaned to us by
Kyodo News Service and the video camera loaned to us by NHK, and before we knew it we
had been on the summit 1 hour, and we hurried to start our descent. We raced back through
the Pinnacles, and descended all the way to ABC that day, arriving at 6:15 p.m., just before the
sun set. We had reached the summit on the 80th day after leaving Tokyo.

(This chapter : written by Kiyoshi Furuno)

In Conclusion

Thus, we completed our climb of the Northeast Ridge without any accidents. Of course, this
success demanded both strong teamwork and strong individual efforts and determination to
reach the summit on the part of our climbers over a 2-year period.

Looking back at the reasons for our success, I would first of all like to quote John Hunt,

leader of the 1953 British expedition that did the first ascent of Everest, when he credited
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“what in my mind, is the one reason transcending all others ----- . I wish -+ to pay tribute to
the work of earlier expeditions.” The same is true of our climb. Our success was based on the
huge volumes of information provided by the 8 previous expeditions which failed.

Second, I have to credit the fact that we were able to hire a number of experienced Sherpas
from Nepal, who were with us on this expedition from the beginning to the end ; and our small,
light-weight, easy-to-use Russian-made nxygen bottles.

Third, credit must also go to the weather forecasts sent to us every day by the Japan Weather
Association via INMARSAT, supplemented by Nepali weather information received via our
sirdars and reports from the climbers at the upper camps, which permitted us to make fairly
accurate weather forecasts which served as the basis for judgments concerning daily activities
on the Northeast Ridge.

Fourth, our expedition consisted largely of relatively inexperienced young climbers, including
students, some of whom experienced difficulty in acclimatizing during the early phase of the
expedition in Nepal ; but all came on strong in the latter part of the expedition. Our pattern
of periods of high altitude activity alternating with rest at the lower camps, shown in the table,
was based on the model provided by the Kazakh members of the 1992 Japan-Kazakhstan joint
expedition. This pattern seemed to work well and must be credited as one of the factors in our
success.

Fifth, a large expedition such as this cannot succeed only by the efforts of its members, and

considerable credit must go to the financial and moral support of numerous backers.

Several expeditions were on the North Face and the North Ridge during the time of our
expedition, carrying out their own interesting climbs. One has the strong impression that
climbing Everest is no longer reserved for a few special expeditions and individuals, but has
become more of a mainstream climbers’ activity than has been generally realized.

Nevertheless, I must conclude by saying that, although having just finished a climb it is
perhaps too soon for me to judge, I believe that Everest still has a future as a mountain to be
climbed ; the allure of the world’s highest mountain to climbers is likely to continue indefinite-

ly. (Translated from Japanese by Harold Solomon.)

SUMMARY OF STATISTICS

AREA - Mt. Everest (Qomolangma) on the Tibetan Side
ROUTE . Mt. Everest via the Northeast Ridge
PERSONNEL . Prof. Zenkichi Hirayama (61), Expedition general leader and leader of

scientific research party.
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[Climbing party]

Tadao Kanzaki (55), Leader, Kaneshige Ikeda (56), Deputy leader ; Kiyoshi Furuno (33),
Climbing team leader ; Takeshi Oshida (33), Shigeki Imoto (32), Hiroshi Ieguchi (26), Osamu
Nomoto (25), Hiroyoshi Tabata (25), Yukihide Tamura (23), Tomonori Harada (21), Yoshitaka
Harada (59), Manager ; Takeki Suzuki (39), Medical doctor; Yoshitaka Omae (28), Medical
doctor,

[Scientific research party]

Prof. Sumiaki Nagai (62), Meteorologist; Isamu Moriyama (55), Ecologist; Kunikazu
Noguchi (42), Radioisotope specialist ; Kiyoshi Tanaka (38), Medical doctor ; Futoshi Shingu
(24), Graduate student in architecture ; Tang Yuanxin (22), Geology student, Peking University.

[Other members]

7 NHK Television crew, 2 Kyodo News Press staff, 2 Chinese liaison officers, 1 Chinese
interpreter, 1 Chinese driver, 31 Sherpas under the sirdarship of Lhakpa Tenzing (55), and
Nawang Yonden (43).

[Editor’s note]

Lhakpa Nuru’s climb with our expedition was his 6th ascent of Mt. Everest. In the fall, he
joined a post monsoon attempt on the Northeast ridge with a South Korean expedition. On
September 10, he was caught in an avalanche approaching Bill’s buttress and died. We pray for

the peace of his soul.
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